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R.S.V.P. Online at www _{rc.org (Chck on Events) or call 1-800-225-400%
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What capsed the number of abortions performed in America to decline by 20 percent simee 19907 In thas provocative
presentation, Professor Michael New from the University of Alabama debunks the notions that this decline was cansed by
the strong economy and increased contracepdion use. Instead, the most important rexson for this decline was the
tremendous amount of success that the pro-life movement had 1 enscting protective legislation at the state level,

Indeed, during the 19905 many more states passed parentzl involvement laws, waitmg periods, and women’s nght 1o
know laws, Usmie a comprehensive dataset of aborion rafes from all 30 states, Professor Mew documents that each of
these laws has been effective af reducng the mcdence of abostion.

some people have questioned the effectivencss of the pro-life movement, However, i ilus lecture, Professor Mew
documents the real sucoess pro-lifers have enjoyed in recent years at both passing protective legislation and devising
approaches thal are effective in persuading women 10 seck altermatives iz aborion.

These state level strategies paid real dividends during the 1990s and will doubtless prove effective in the future.
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Richael 1. New, PhoDD. 15 an Assistant Professor of Poliical Saence ai the University of Alahama. A Fhn Beta Kappa
oraduate from Dartmouath College, Dr. New received a master's degree i statistics and a doctorate in political science
from Stanford University m 20032, Before coming to Alabama, Dr. Mew worked as a postdoctoral researcher at the
Harvard-MIT Dkata € enter.

Dr. New's research interests include the positive impact of pro-hife legislation in the states, state level fiscal limits, and
welfare reform. He bas given presentations on s pro-lifie research at Harvard, MIT, Holy Cross, the Unrversaty of
Penmsylvania, Louisiana State University, and at the last 4 conventions of the National Right to Life Committee. His
wnitings have appeared in Tl Philadelphia Inguiver, fivvestor’s Business Daily, Natroral Review, The Weekily Stomdard,
MNerromal Beview Chaline, amnd The New York Posr,



